TWO FORGOTTEN BOXES – a trip to Vietnam
DUE SCATOLE DIMENTICATE – un viaggio in Vietnam

Documentary film,
Italy, 2020, color and b/w, 57’
a film by Cecilia Mangini and Paolo Pisanelli

There are life experiences that are good to remember, others not. The theme of this film concerns a trip to North Vietnam at war with the United States between 1965 and 1966, a journey that Cecilia Mangini, the protagonist of the story, finds it hard to remember, a wound still open because Lino Del Fra and she was supposed to shoot a documentary film that was never made. After more than fifty years a small big discovery of two forgotten boxes reveals itself as an opportunity to tell that journey in a short film that slowly recovers a thread of memory assembling words and images long forgotten. It is a kind of war against oneself, between saying and not saying, remembering and not remembering.

In making the short Cecilia Mangini overcame the pain for that film not done a little, won reticence and amnesia, decided to trigger the recovery of her memories. But only after having realized it he decided to reopen two diaries ¬ – his and Lino Del Fra-'s, he had the good fortune to find the records and magazines that were still missing in his house, including cabinets, bookcases and shelves. Above all, a lot of correspondence came out, including the extraordinary letter to Ho Chi Minh. So after LE VIETNAM SERA LIBRE, TWO FORGOTTEN BOXES was created, a medium-length footage that tells the whole Vietnamese experience: both films are part of a real narrative process of a trip to Vietnam, a war movie compared to a past that sometimes he remembers and sometimes forgets, a "chamber" film that wants to reconcile with the past and was rebuilt at different times, the short film over 4 months, the average length took another 6 months. The documentary cinema / of the real / of the unreal / non-fiction / fiction or the cinema we make always holds surprises and discoveries impossible to plan in a screenplay.

Time passes, we live, we film ... in the end here is the story to tell, or at least what you have the ability to remember.

TWO FORGOTTEN BOXES is a chamber film that tells of a war, of memory that fades, of a challenge against time that passes.

Two shoe boxes full of 6x6 photographic negatives, forgotten in an old closet in the attic for more than fifty years, have been unexpectedly found. In 1965-66 the directors Lino Del Fra and Cecilia Mangini lived for three months in North Vietnam at war with the U.S.A. to carry out the inspections for a documentary film on the struggle of that people determined to conquer unity and independence. From the border with China to the border with the South, pro-American and actually occupied by the Americans, they explored the cities, the ports, the countries, the rice fields, the war fronts. In an attempt to curb this resistance, in the South, Americans burned forests with napalm and in the north they began to burn down with carpet bombing. Lino and Cecilia were repatriated along with the many international delegations and all foreigners present in Hanoi. Those American bombs also hit their film, which was not made anymore ... but Cecilia Mangini has made a great photographic reportage, partly still unpublished. That war, that resistance, that people in arms revived through photos, writings, memories and gaps in memory.
"It's the photographs that remind me of things because I'm losing my memory.
I did not remember these two boxes. And then I took them, I opened them, I started to look at the auditions and there were things that I did not remember anymore and instead I came back because ... the photograph recovers the time, recovers the space, recovers the sensations , recovers everything. " Cecilia Mangini

"Making a documentary on a photographic report found and an unrealized film project is not only an exorcism against time and lost opportunities: it is the recovery of lived stories, of fascinating images, of an important piece of the history of all. It is very important to know that a small people managed to defeat a great political and military power. This resistance is a value to remember, it is also an invitation to never give up. The protagonist wanders inside her house, but she is a fighting artist, able to challenge the wounds of memory and of her story." Paolo Pisanelli


 

CREDITS
TWO FORGOTTEN BOXES

dedicated to Lino Del Fra

Subject and direction: Cecilia Mangini and Paolo Pisanell
Extracts from the original subject "Le Vietnam sera libre"
written by Lino Del Fra and Cecilia Mangini

Photographs (Vietnam 1964-65): Cecilia Mangini
Camera: Paolo Pisanelli
Editing: Matteo Gherardini
Voices: Stéphane Batut, Camille Gendreau 

Music: Admir Shkurtaj

Sound editing: Simone Altana
Mix: Paolo Segat - Rec & Play
Curator Mangini Photo Archive: Claudio Domini
Digitization and digital restoration: Gloria Fulgeri
Color correction: Matteo Gherardini
Visual effects: Marco Cataldo
Organization: Federica Facioni

Production manager: Matteo Chiarello
English version: Patrizia Sanguedolce
French version: Camille Gendreau

Production:
OfficinaVisioni

in collaboration with

RAI Cinema

with the support of

Sardegna Film Commission

Istituto Superiore Regionale Etnografico – Sardegna

Archivio Audiovisivo del Movimento Operaio e Democratico

Archivio Cinema del reale

Erratacorrige

Big Sur

Italian distribution
Kinè
Cecilia Mangini (Mola di Bari, 1927) documentary and photographer, from the beginning of her work brings a committed, attentive and personal look at the individual and society, paying particular attention to the issues of marginality, immigration and social injustices. First woman to shoot documentaries in the post-war period, screenwriter of some feature films and more than forty short films, mostly realized with her husband Lino Del Fra. His camera has explored Italy from the late fifties to the early seventies, often turning his gaze to Southern Italy and Puglia, to seek the rituals of an ancient culture that disappeared overwhelmed by the rapid changes imposed by the economic boom . In 2009 Cecilia received in Florence the Medal of the President of the Republic, "for having transmitted to future generations, through her activity as a documentary filmmaker, some of the most beautiful images of Italy in the 50s and 60s".

Paolo Pisanelli (Lecce, 1965) photographer, filmmaker. Graduated in Architecture and graduated from the Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia. After working as a photojournalist and stage photographer, from 1997 he devoted himself to directing documentary films. He told the cities, the migrants, the great events, the social struggles ... He has received prizes and awards in national and international festivals. He carries out didactic and audiovisual training activities, he collaborated with Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia of Palermo and L’Aquila, University of Teramo and with the Gian Maria Volontè Film Art School in Rome. He is the creator and artistic director of Cinema del reale, a festival of authors and audiovisual works that takes place every year in Salento.


OfficinaVisioni promotes the development of the territory with the means of cultural production and solidarity action, enhances the national and foreign cinematographic and audiovisual heritage, carries out research and experimentation in the field of multimedia communication. He has conceived and realized in collaboration with Big Sur and Archivio Cinema del reale: The Royal Cinema Festival (Salento, editions from 2009 to 2018), Musikì (Salento, editions 2009 - 2010), Finis Terrae - Southern Visions (Vienna 2010) ), the seminars "Filming the music and the territory" (Salento, 2009-2010), the review and the film exhibition "Cecilia Mangini _ Visions and passions and" Visions of the South - Giuseppe Palumbo photographer by bicycle ". He produced the documentary film "Ju tarramutu” (2010) in co-production with Big Sur and PMI," Treballant” (Italia 2012), “Buongiorno Taranto” (2014), “Terremoticon” (2020) directed by Paolo Pisanelli . He designed RadioUèb! The radio in pills in collaboration with Centro Diurno via Montesanto - ASL Roma E.
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